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Percentage of population with an inherited mutation 







Annual Incidence of Hereditary Cancer
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Lifetime Risk of Breast Cancer in Women with Inherited Mutations
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Lifetime Risk of Breast Cancer in Men with Inherited Mutations





No descendants? No genetic testing?  NO



Red Flags for Hereditary Cancers
• Early onset cancer (breast, colon, or endometrial cancer under age 50)

• Multiple primary cancers in one person (bilateral breast cancer)

• Certain pathology (triple-negative breast cancer, microsatellite instability in 
colon cancer)

• Rare cancers or cancer associated with hereditary risk (male breast cancer, 
ovarian cancer, pancreatic cancer, metastatic prostate cancer)

• Strong family history of cancer
• More cancers in a family than would be expected by chance, two or more 

generations affected.

• Pattern of cancer associated with a known cancer syndrome (e.g., breast, 
ovarian, and pancreatic cancer; colon, endometrial, and ovarian cancer).
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BRCA1 Family 1 taught us a lot!
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Hereditary Cancers Tend to 
Develop at a Younger Age
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Higher Risk for a 
Second or Third 
Cancer Diagnosis
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Genetic Test Results 
May Affect 
Treatment Options 
and Prognosis
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People with 
Inherited 
Mutations Can 
Pass Their 
Mutations On to 
Their Children





XRAY (eXamining the Relevance of Articles for You)

FacingOurRisk.org/XRAY
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Connect with FORCE

Website: FacingOurRisk.org

Helpline: 866-288-RISK

Email: info@FacingOurRisk.org

Twitter: @FacingOurRisk

Thank You! Questions?

Feel free to reach out with any 
questions…

Piri Welcsh, PhD
Email:  piriw@facingourrisk.org

mailto:info@FacingOurRisk.org
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